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FIFTY YEARS AGO
THE COUNCILORS
AND RESIDENTS
OF COTTESLOE
DEMOCRATICALLY
DECIDED TO
DEMARCATE
THEMSELVES FROM
THE REST OF THE
DENSIFYING CITY.
The demand placed on
their attractive beach
become too great for the
service infrastructure
and environment. In
2010, despite much
internal and external
resistance, the council
was reluctantly forced
to build a massive wall
around the suburb and
beach. The vision was
to create an ecological
and crime free paradise.
Residents of Cottesloe
became known as The
Involuntary Prisoners of
Paradise.
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Too many were dying in
no-mans-land. Finally,
the residents of Cottesloe
accepted a proposal to reopen the beach foreshore
to the public.
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Tunnel Entrance
Carpark
Theatre
Shark Tank
Hall of Culinary
Indulgence
Pleasure Palace
Marriage Centre
Pine Plantation and
marine couch strip
No-mans Land
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By 2020, more and more high density buildings abutted the wall. For some outsiders, life was too dirty
and decadent, so they tried to jump the wall. In a deal with the state government, lobotomised hard core
criminals were used to patrol the perimeter: a 21st century no man’s land.

From the car park you are to enter the theatre that shows antiquated documentaries of how beaches once
were. When the documentary finishes, the screen retracts to the floor, opening a window out to the ocean
and Rottnest Island, revealing the pristine beach to visitors for the first time.
For many years, once a year, people come to Paradise. They find it such a relaxing place. Many find the
atmosphere quite an aphrodisiac. Ignored and brushed under the carpet for a long time, beach fornication
was eventually addressed openly.
The solution was the erection of The Pleasure Palace. Nevertheless, the authorities also decided that once
people got that out of their system, so to speak, they should have the option of moving onto the marriage
centre at the end of the beach.

Section B

Access to Paradise would
be restricted. Admission
was once annually. A
tunnel led visitors directly
to the newly positioned
car park, on the old golf
course. The tunnel is
designed to stop visitors
from seeing the penthouses
of the Involuntary
Prisoners.

Overview Perspective

Perspective of pine plantation and couch strip

Since no cars roam the foreshore, great stands of Norfolk pines hug the wall, providing
valuable and rare habitats for birds. Where Marine Terrace and the old car park once was, a
vast strip of soft native marine couch. The Hall of Culinary Indulgence offers a wide variety of
fish n’ chips and beer.

Section A

Hall of Culinary Indulgence and shark tank
Section B

You can eat inside the hall or retire to the grass. Those with stronger stomachs
like to eat beside Wilbur, the great white sharks whose house is inside the
terraces.
Section B

Since everyone has such a wonderful experience in paradise, there’s no time for
reflection. The resident architect of The Involuntary Prisoner’s of Paradise
committed a lot of energy designing the most thought provoking laboratories
possible. The butterfly roof allows ample air circulation.

Site Plan

Section A

The Involuntary Prisoners of Paradise: Back in the seventies, Rem Koolhaas borrowed an idea (of a linear city running directly through London) from a group of radical Italian Florentine architects called Superstudio.
Here in 2006, we borrow from Koolhass’s Exodus or The Voluntary Prisoners of Architecture in our own ‘Superstudio’.

